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SCHOOL HOURS 

        Monday – Friday        Half Day  

      8:47 am – 3:54 pm  8:47 am – 11:58 am  

   

 

  

Calendar of Events 

Oct 22 –26  Red Ribbon Week 
Oct 22 Picture Retake Day in p.m. 
Oct 24 2nd Grade fieldtrip Westview Orchard  
 9:45am-12:30pm 
Oct 24 4th Grade Parent Activity 10:20am-11:45am 
Oct 25 3rd Grade Parent Activity 2pm 
Oct 25 PTPO Boo Grams sales end 
Oct 26 Half Day, Dismissal at 11:58am 
Oct 26 PTPO Trunk or Treat 5pm-7:30pm 
 
October 29—November 9 
 Intersession, School closed 

Monthly newsletters can be found online:  www.wcskids.net/holden 

Oct 1-26    Box Top Competition  
Oct 3 Kindergarten Fire Truck Visit 
Oct 5 PTPO Friday treats 
Oct 9     Kindergarten fieldtrip Denewith Garden  
 Center 9am-12pm 
Oct 10   5th Grade Parent Activity 10:30am-11:45am 
Oct 12 Half Day, Dismissal at 11:58am 
Oct 12 2nd Grade Parent Activity 9am-11am 
Oct 12   PTPO Friday Fun Day 12pm-2pm 
Oct 15 Miss Suzy’s Character Assembly 
Oct 15 PTPO Boo Gram sales begin 
Oct 16 3rd Grade Nature Center & Sterling Heights 
 Library fieldtrip 9am-2pm 
Oct 16 PTPO Meeting in café 6:30pm 
Oct 19 PTPO Friday treats 



 
PRINCIPALLY SPEAKING … 

 

Just as the seasons change, so does our staff each year.  Even though  
we’ve completed two months of school, we still are adjusting our staff.   
We’d like to extend a warm Holden welcome to: 
  
     Rachel Sylver, 5th Grade Teacher 
     Libby Castillon, Speech and Language 
  
The Holden School Improvement Team is looking for a parent volunteer and community member to 
join our School Improvement Team.  If you are interested, please call me at 586-825-2670. The 
team meets four times per year - so we need you for one hour four times from now until June. 
  
We look forward to seeing parents frequently in the school.  If you are volunteering in the school 
you DO NOT need to complete a background check.  If you are going on a field trip you DO NEED a 
completed background check. Background checks take about two weeks to process, so please plan 
ahead. 
  
October is Anti-Bullying month. Teachers will be teaching lessons on the importance of kindness and 
helping students develop strategies to handle conflict appropriately. Red Ribbon Week begins     
Monday, October 22nd.  Holden is teaching students the importance of making healthy choices and 
staying Drug Free.  
 
We are pleased to announce a new program from the Sterling Heights Police Department for 5th 
graders - Smart Moves. This is a ten week program that the students will participate in for one hour 
a week. Officer Leak will be teaching the program. Each week will focus on a different topic related 
to smart friendships, smart food choices, smart life habits, etc.  

GET IN THE KNOW… 

KINDERGARTEN – We have been very busy learning this month! Last month, we learned how to 
properly form letters. Now, we continue to learn about letter sounds and how to use these sounds to 
build words. Kindergartners are also learning how to rhyme; this is something we would love for you 
to work on at home, too. In Social Studies, we learned all about school, rules, and how special and 
different all of our families are at home. In Math, we worked on 2-D and 3-D Shapes and lots of   
positional words; above, below, behind, in front of, etc. In October, we 
will host the Sterling Heights Fire Department and learn about fire 
safety. We will also take our first field trip of the school year to       
Deneweth's Garden Center. Please don’t forget to read each night to 
your child!  
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1ST GRADE - First graders  are learning  all about Main Idea and Details in reading.  We are also 

doing "read to self" and "work on writing" for our Daily 5 where we practice our reading strategies 
and spelling  patterns in many  different ways.  We have also begun our Writer's Workshop and have 

our very own writing journals to record all our thoughts and what we have learned.  We 
are practicing how to write a simple sentence using the appropriate  conventions and will 

soon dive into informational pieces.  In science, we are finishing up our unit about Space 
Systems learning about the sun and the moon.  We we are finished with Science we will 
move onto Social Studies we will be learning about our Families at home and at 
school.  Math is getting trickier as we continue with addition and subtraction strategies 

that work in a variety of ways. 
 
 

2ND GRADE – Second graders were involved in NWEA testing during August and                           

September. Students really put forth their best effort during testing and we are proud of them! 
We have been learning vocabulary to help us decide whether to add or subtract 
numbers, as well as what the term "equal" really means.  We have also been   
learning strategies to use with addition and subtraction.  Students have begun      
taking timed addition and  subtraction tests of 100 problems, with the goal of 

completing the problems in 10 minutes.  Our second graders are also working on 
math journal  writing.  Students not only have to solve the problem, but they also have to explain how 
they solved it using pictures, numbers, or words.  Much of our curriculum this year will be focused on 
writing, whether it is in Language Arts, Math, Science, or Social Studies.  We have started our     
science unit:  “Changing Earth: Today and Over Time.”  Students are exploring the different       

landforms and bodies of water found on earth and how they interact with each other.  We look    
forward to welcoming parents into our classrooms in  October for our Parent-Engagement Pumpkin 
Activity!  
 

 

3RD GRADE - Our third grade classes were very busy in September. We are focusing on procedures 

and work habits to make this year a very successful one. Students are 
learning about the Geography of Michigan in Social Studies. Our first field 
trip of the year to Belle Isle helped students understand and see the     
landforms of Michigan as well as native species in the aquarium.  In Science, 

students are learning about weather, climate and natural hazards. The 
weather in the news has been very helpful reinforcing this concept. In 
math, we are working on Numeration of Addition and Subtraction. In       

October, we will begin Developing Multiplication & Division Operation Sense. Please keep practicing 
those math facts on Xtramath. In English/Language Arts the students are working on fluency and 

inferring within reading and writing. We are off to a great start!  
 

 

4th GRADE - The fourth graders spent September learning about our new writing program we will be 
using, Step Up To Writing.  Not only have they learned what to expect as a fourth 
grader but also what their new curriculum will be.  During October, 4th Graders will 
be putting forth their Personal Best in the Math and Language Arts curriculum.  In 
Social Studies we will also be learning more about the regions in the United States.  
 

 

 



5TH GRADE -  5th grade has gotten off to a wonderful start! We have been working on classroom 
routines and procedures. Math groups are up and running. We have 
been learning strategies to divide by 1-digit and 2-digit divisors. Our next 

math unit we will be working on is volume. In science, we have been learning 
about the Earth's systems (geosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere, and         
biosphere) and how they interact. We also learned about pollution and human effects on earth. We 
are utilizing guided reading groups to give students the opportunity to apply reading comprehension 
strategies to new text. October will be another busy month of learning for us!  
 
 
 

MEDIA CENTER – The months of September, October and November are dedicated to teaching 

research skills to 1st and 3rd grades. First graders are learning the different stages of the   
pumpkin life cycle and third graders each choose a mammal from PebbleGo and 

will research different features. The end product will be a PowerPoint        
presentation. Students are learning to take notes and write their final             
information in their own words. Second grade is focusing on Internet safety, 
community jobs and library skills. Fourth grade is now beginning to learn about 
Computer Programming through the online website Scratch. Soon they will be 

able to show you how awesome this website is when they can create 
their own mini programs. Fifth graders are learning Microsoft Word 
skills to help them format Word documents. Kindergarteners will soon 
begin a new unit learning about Bread. We will explore fiction, non-
fiction and video on the cycle of bread. We will end the unit by make 

bread and eating it! 
 
Dates to Remember: The Scholastic Book Fair will be held November 12th – 20th. Students will 
have a chance to purchase books during school hours. The book fair will be open during Fall       
Conferences so parents can shop as well. Any profit made will be used to purchase books for the 

media center. 
 
Happy Autumn! 
Mrs. Franklin 
 
 
 

STEM – 5th graders are learning about mudslides and the four spheres of the Earth.  4th graders 

are researching natural hazards like earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanic eruptions.  3rd 
graders are busy learning about weather and weather instruments (weather vanes, 
wind socks and anemometers).  2nd graders are learning about 

land forms and investigating the flow of water on these land forms. 
1st graders are learning all about shadows.  Kindergarteners are     

learning about the sun and how animals adapt to the heat from the sun's rays.    
 
 
 

P.E CORNER - REMINDER!!!  PLEASE remember to have students bring their tennis shoes to 
school on days they will be in the gym for physical education.   



Please return this portion with your name and 
room number.  A drawing will take place from the 
forms returned within 3 days of us sending the 
newsletter home. My child and I have reviewed 
the October 2018 Holden Headlines. 

  ___________________________________ 

  Student’s Signature        

 

 

  ___________________________________         

  Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature  

 

 

  ________     __________________________________ 

  Room #     Teacher 

ABSENCE REPORTING 

***(586)825-2670*** 

Then push option 2 for the absence line 

 

Remember to use this phone number to call in 
your child's absence (or tardiness).  We have an  

answering machine to accept your call any time 
of the day or night.  Please make use of this   

convenience. 

Tardy Reminder... 

The first school bell rings at 

8:42am.  Students who arrive  

AFTER the second bell at 8:47am 

are considered tardy and will be 

marked accordingly.  Please make 

sure that your child arrives to school 

on time.   

Attendance Reminders: 

**Students may enter the school at 8:10am if they are eating breakfast.  They must go 

through Door #32. 

**First bell rings at 8:42am.  The final bell rings at 8:47am.  Students who arrive after 

8:47am are considered tardy. 

**No student pick ups after 3:30pm for a full day of school or after 11:30am on a half day 

of school. 

 



PTPO Monthly Events  

October 2018 
1st - October Box Tops Competition Begin 
5th - Friday Treats - 2:45pm – 3:30pm 
12th - Fun Friday - 12pm – 2pm 
15th - Miss Suzy’s Character Assembly 
15th - Boo Gram Sale Begins 
16th - PTPO Meeting in the Cafe 6:30pm 
19th - Friday Treats - 2:45pm – 3:30pm 
26th - Trunk or Treat 5:00 - 7:30pm 
 
November 2018 
12th - Box Tops Winner Announcement for October Competition 
13th - PTPO MEETING in the Cafe 6:30pm  
15th - Box Tops Winner Party 3:15 - Popcorn Party 
16th - Friday Treats 2:45pm – 3:30pm  
29th - Game Night - 4:30-7:00pm 
 
PTPO Monthly Events 
Box Tops Competition begins October 1st. Please save these and send them to school in an          
envelope so your child's class can win! 
 
PTPO Meeting 
Tuesday, October 16th 
Meeting starts at 6:30pm 
Free childcare and snacks in the Cafe 
Please attend! We will discuss the Trunk or Treat and to make this the best and most fun event of 
the season! 
 
Would you like to volunteer for a PTPO event or help us fundraise? Please email us 
at holdenptpo@gmail.com or visit our website: holdenptpo.wordpress.com 

Erene Ibrahim and Vanessa Jiddou   

mailto:holdenptpo@gmail.com
http://holdenptpo.wordpress.com/


Picture Retake Day 

Monday, October 22nd 
in the afternoon 

THE 2018 RED RIBBON THEME: LIFE IS YOUR JOURNEY, TRAVEL DRUG FREE.™ 

On September 25th, Holden’s 3rd Graders visited the 

Belle Isle Aquarium and Nature Center.  Although it 

was a rainy day, the weather did not take away from 

the fun that was had by all. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Red Ribbon Week—October 22nd—October 26th 

Monday, October 22—Crazy Sock Day 

Tuesday, October 23—Crazy Hat/Hair Day 

Wednesday, October 24—Wear Red to Stand Up Against Drugs 

Thursday, October 25—Pajama Day/Stuffed Animal Day 

Friday, October 26—School Spirit Wear/Favorite Team Jersey Day 



October Newsletter Winners 

Emma Elias, Rina Afram, Nezar Shihab, Mia Prokop, Ava Prokop 

Please be sure to label your child’s belongings, such as lunch 

boxes, backpacks, coats, etc.  Items that are found will be put 

on Holden’s Lost and Found table.  If your child is missing an 

item, please have him/her check the Lost and Found table,     

located in the main hallway.  Items left on the table for an      

extended period of time will be donated to a charitable           

organization. 


